Mrs. Rebecca C. Kidwell





                        http://kidwellclass.yolasite.com
Email:  kidwellclass@gmail.com

                             Homework forum:  http://kidwellclass.aimoo.com/
Cellphone:  617-314-1094





                                     Twitter feed:  rckteacher
Office hours:  9:15 am-10:05 am
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 Classical Literature                   
Course Description:   This course will be a survey of Early World Literature.  The focus of this course will be on storytelling and foundational literary elements.  As a capstone to their language arts education, grammar and vocabulary will be reviewed each week.
Texts:  Literature:  The Bible (we will use ESV in class), The Odyssey by Homer, The Inferno by Dante, Antigone by Sophocles, Menaechmi by Plautus, Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare, selected poems and short stories be handed out as needed.  Vocabulary and grammar handouts will be given to the students as we study the different areas.
Supplemental Reading and Optional Reference Texts:
Mythology by Edith Hamilton (to use as a reference)

Thesaurus, Dictionary
A list of additional resources to enrich study are and available online
Supplies:
Black/blue pens (no colored pens or pencils)
Notebook paper
Three-ring binder divided into the following sections: Reading Handouts, Reading Response, Writing, Grammar, Vocabulary, and Other Handouts  (there will be notebook checks)
Optional:  Laptop
Grading Policy: Letters grades are based on the policy set forth in the Caritas Academy Student Handbook.
Grades for the class will be broken down by the following percentages:
Quarter Grades
Tests/Essays/Projects: 45%
Quizzes:  30%
Homework & Participation: 25%
Midterm Grade
Average of Quarters I & II:  85%
Midterm Exam:  15%

Final Grade
Average of Quarters I-IV: 85%
Final Exam:  15%
Expectations:
Preparation: Students are expected to come to class on time prepared for the daily lesson with the appropriate text, homework, notebook, and pens.
Participation: Participation is a vital component of the study of literature. Participation consists of listening, asking questions, being a part of class discussions, and doing class assignments. 
Homework: Various assignments will be given on a regular basis. Homework will be graded on completeness and effort. Most homework will receive a √ + (3 points), √ (2 points), √ - (1 point) or a zero. All homework (unless specified  in the instructions) will be worth a total of 3 points each. All homework must be turned in at the BEGINNING of class. Late homework will not be accepted unless it is the product of an excused absence.
Writing: This is a writing intensive course. The only way to improve your writing skills is by continual practice. If you have any difficulties with the basic format of the essay, please see me as soon as possible. Rough drafts are required for each paper.  I will accept rough drafts up to three days prior to the paper due date for review. All final drafts must be TYPED papers or submitted electronically. Remember, that a computer or might have problems with a document and plan computer arrangements accordingly [My Mac will be available during school hours].  A computer or printer breaking down will not be an excuse for a late paper!  Make constant backups.
Reading: The texts that we will be working with are intense and voluminous. You must make a point of keeping up with the assigned reading. If you fall behind, it will be difficult to catch up and it will be hard for you to complete assignments based on the readings.
Tests/Quizzes: Several tests and quizzes are given during the course of a unit.
Projects: Projects will be given as an alternative or supplemental assessment for some units. Projects are worth one test grade unless otherwise specified.   Students are required to do a research project during the second half of the year.
Late Assignments/Make-up Work: In the event of an absence it is the student's responsibility to find out what occurred in class that day, and to be prepared for the next day. Consult your homework calendar and/or visit http://kidwellclass.yolasite.com. Students are required to take all quizzes on the day assigned unless the student has been absent for three or more consecutive days prior to the quiz. Tests and quizzes must be made up within two weeks after the test has been originally given. Tests not made up within this period will receive a 0. In emergency/ long-term illness situations, accommodations will be made for the student to made on a student-by-student basis. Late long-term assignments (essays, projects, longer papers) will lose 10 points each day they are late.  Long term assignments may be emailed to Mrs. Kidwell or delivered to the school office on the day they are due to avoid penalties.  If it is emailed, the physical rough draft still needs to be turned in when the student returns to school. 
Plagiarism: Cheating and/or plagiarism are regarded as serious offenses. Copying or paraphrasing material/text from the work of another student, from published sources (i.e. books, websites, magazines, newspapers, etc.) and/or from the Internet without proper documentation constitutes academic theft. A student found cheating or plagiarizing will receive a “0” for the assignment and appropriate disciplinary measures will be taken as set forth in the Caritas Academy student handbook.
Classroom Procedures:
1. “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself.” (Mark 12:30-31)
2. Be responsible.
3. Be on time to class and turn assignments in on time.
4. Be neat and honest with your work.
If you follow the above guidelines, the rest should fall into place. But, here are a few specific rules:
1. Only one person should be talking at any given time.
2. No cellphones, pdas, or other communication devices shall be seen or heard in class.
3. No hats or hoods shall be worn in class.
4. MP3 players may be used during quiet study times.
5. Any drinks in the classroom need to be in bottles; snacks may be brought if they do not cause a distraction for the student or his/her fellow classmates.

6. Please clean up after yourself.
Consequences for failure to follow classroom procedures:
In the unlikely event that classroom procedures are not followed, discipline may include, but is not limited to, the following: warning, reprimand, call home, meeting with parents, or office referral.
